BOOK ADAPTATION: 

FROM THE PAGE TO THE STAGE
From the Page to the Stage is a theater-based, literacy development program which utilizes the arts to develop literacy skills in children while also sparking the power of their imagination.  Working with a stage adaptation of the book The Adventures of Connie and Diego, students play theater games and participate in exciting discussions about the book’s theme: finding strength and confidence in your own uniqueness. 

THE BOOK | The Adventures of Connie and Diego
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The book chosen for 2010 is “The Adventures of Connie and Diego,” by Maria Garcia.  The story revolves around a pair of twins born to farm workers in the Land of Plenty - but these are no ordinary twins.  Connie and Diego have all sorts of brilliant colors all over their bodies. Tired of being teased because of their different appearance, Connie and Diego leave the land of plenty in search of acceptance. As they journey through a wonderful landscape of mountains, oceans, and jungles they meet a variety of characters from the animal kingdom that they beg to live with. One by one, each animal tells the twins that their place is not in the wild. They eventually encounter a wise old tiger that convinces them that their true home is in the Land of Plenty. Brought to life through the vibrant illustrations of Malaquias Montoya, the book takes students on a colorful journey where they learn that their differences are not something to be ridiculed, but celebrated. Written in both Spanish and English, the text is easily adaptable and used as a means to help Spanish only speakers learn new language skills.

PROGRAM COMPONENTS

Collaborative Planning Meetings - The program begins with a two-hour planning meeting with key members of the school staff.  Topics of discussion include the educational plan (overview of lesson plans and workshops), scheduling, individual teacher’s needs, overseeing the production of the final performance, and expectation and results.   

Professional Development for Educators - The Latino Theater Company will provide a two-hour workshop for educators so that they may attain a deeper understanding of how to utilize theater to bring stories to life in the classroom. Teachers will learn basic as well as advanced techniques for engaging students through theater activities and exercises. These exercises build skills such as timing, rhythm, and mimicking, as well as personal expression. Teachers will also take part in these exercises so that they may experience first-hand the benefits and limitations of each exercise. The purpose of this process is to help each teacher create a customized blueprint to use with their students for any lessons in the classroom, including other subjects that students may view as “boring.”

The workshop for educators will also serve as an opportunity to discover the teachers’ specific needs in the classroom.  After the needs are identified, the artists and teachers work together to develop strategies to overcome challenges that exist in the classroom.  The artists become an extra resource for teachers and administrators, serving as an outside consultant who helps educators develop ideas to capture the attention of the students.  

Student Workshops -  Workshop instructors come to the school and teach students a series of two workshops per group.  Each student receives a copy of the book to keep and the students and instructor read the book together.  The instructor then introduces them to the concepts of ensemble building, story telling and characterization through dramatic expression. These exercises will emphasize working together to achieve a common goal, acknowledgement and validation of each member’s ideas, opinions, and problem solving skills to dramatize a concept. Through this process, each student will begin to understand that the objective of problem solving is to reach a resolution that is agreeable to all parties and that compromise is essential to reaching an agreeable solution. Other exercises will allow the students to then take a well-known story or nursery rhyme and dramatize it themselves. 

Performance - Finally, once the students have learned basic concepts of theater and applied these concepts in a hands-on classroom setting, they will experience a fully produced version of “The Adventures of Connie and Diego,” a 45 minute performance by theater professionals, utilizing elements of professional theater i.e. set, costume, makeup, lighting, and live music.  After the play, the students will have the opportunity to ask questions during a Q/A session with the director and actors of the play.  Through their participation, they will be able to explore character development through the understanding of a character’s objectives and motivations as well as use vocal expression, gesture, facial expression and timing to create a character.  
The Latino Theater Company aims to deliver the From the Page to the Stage program to 15 schools in the 2011-2012 school year.  
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To learn how you can bring this exciting program to your school contact:

education@thelatc.org | (213) 489-0994, Ext. 137
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